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Abstract

This article explores the impact of individual greed on national reputation, using the biblical
story of Gehazi (2 Kings 5:20-27) as a lens to analyze contemporary corruption in Nigeria.
The study employs a qualitative research method, incorporating case studies, literature
reviews, and thematic analysis to understand how personal dishonesty and ethical failures at
the individual level can have extensive repercussions for national governance and public
trust.The pervasive issue of corruption in Nigeria, where individual acts of greed and deceit
undermine public confidence in institutions and exacerbate socio-economic inequalities.
Despite various anti-corruption measures, the persistence of corrupt practices continues to
hinder sustainable development and equitable governance. The theory of institutional integrity,
which posits that individual behavior significantly influences institutional trust and efficacy.
This theory is applied to examine how personal moral failures, akin to Gehazi's actions, erode
institutional credibility and contribute to broader systemic corruption. The lessons from
Gehazi’s story into the Nigerian context, highlighting the detrimental effects of corruption on
public services, economic opportunities, and social justice. This framework illustrates the
connection between individual ethical lapses and their broader implications for national
integrity and development. The article emphasizes the necessity of fostering a culture of
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integrity and accountability to mitigate the adverse impacts of corruption. By learning from
historical and biblical narratives, Nigeria can implement more effective anti-corruption
strategies and promote a governance system characterized by transparency and ethical
conduct.

Keyword: Corruption, Governance, Integrity, Accountability, Ethical Behavior

INTRODUCTION

Corruption is a deeply entrenched issue that continues to plague nations across the globe, with
Nigeria being no exception. This systemic problem undermines economic development, erodes
public trust, and perpetuates social inequalities. In recent years, Nigeria has consistently been
ranked among the most corrupt countries in the world according to Transparency International's
Corruption Perceptions Index, which highlights the severity of this issue.lThis pervasive
corruption is not merely a matter of isolated incidents but a complex and deeply rooted
challenge that affects every facet of Nigerian society.

The biblical narrative of Gehazi in 2 Kings 5:20-27 offers a compelling allegory for
understanding the far-reaching consequences of corruption. In this account, Gehazi, the servant
of the prophet Elisha, is depicted as succumbing to greed and dishonesty by deceitfully
obtaining gifts from Naaman, a Syrian general who had been cured of leprosy by Elisha.?
Despite Elisha’s refusal to accept any gifts, Gehazi’s desire for personal gain led him to pursue
and obtain a substantial reward through deception. The story culminates in Gehazi being cursed
with Naaman’s leprosy, a divine retribution that affects not only him but also his descendants.?
This narrative serves as a potent illustration of how individual moral failings can have enduring
and generational consequences.

In contemporary Nigeria, the impact of corruption is evident in multiple dimensions.
Economically, corruption drains public resources, undermines investment, and stifles
economic growth. According to a 2021 report by the World Bank, Nigeria loses billions of
dollars annually due to corrupt practices, which exacerbates poverty and hinders the country’s
development goals. * Socially, corruption erodes trust in public institutions, leading to
widespread disenchantment among citizens. This erosion of trust contributes to a culture of
cynicism and disengagement, where public services and social infrastructure are
compromised.® Politically, corruption weakens governance structures, fuels political instability,

! Transparency International, "Corruption Perceptions Index 2021," Transparency International, accessed July
30, 2024 https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2021/index/nzl.

22 Kings 5:20-22 (NIV).

32 Kings 5:27 (N1V).

4 World Bank, "Nigeria: Systematic Country Diagnostic," World Bank, 2021,
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/1269816052060/nigeria-
systematic-country-diagnostic

5 Bolaji O. Akinyemi, "Corruption and the Nigerian Society: Causes, Effects, and Solutions," Journal of Public
Administration and Governance 8, no. 3 (2018): 1-15.
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and undermines democratic processes. It creates a fertile ground for further misconduct and
weakens the rule of law, making it difficult to implement effective reforms.®

The generational impact of corruption is particularly alarming. The siphoning of resources and
the misallocation of funds intended for critical services such as education and healthcare
adversely affect the younger generations.’ Studies have shown that children and youth in
corrupt societies often face significant barriers to accessing quality education and healthcare,
which impedes their future prospects and perpetuates cycles of poverty.® This mirrors the
biblical curse on Gehazi's descendants, highlighting the long-term damage inflicted by
corruption.

Gehazi’s story provides valuable insights for addressing corruption in Nigeria today. It
underscores the necessity of upholding ethical standards and the importance of integrity in both
personal and public life. As this article explore, addressing corruption in Nigeria requires a
multifaceted approach, including strengthening institutions, ensuring transparency, and
fostering a culture of accountability.Drawing parallels between the biblical narrative and
contemporary issues, this article aims to highlight the urgent need for comprehensive anti-
corruption strategies to secure a better future for subsequent generations.

THE NATURE OF CORRUPTION

Corruption is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that undermines the integrity of
institutions, distorts economic and social systems, and erodes public trust. To effectively
address corruption, it is essential to understand its nature, including its various forms,
underlying causes, and impacts. Corruption is broadly defined as the abuse of power for
personal gain. The World Bank defines it as "the abuse of entrusted power for private gain,"
emphasizing the misuse of authority for personal benefit.®

The fundamental nature of corruption as a violation of ethical and legal norms. Transparency
International expands on this by characterizing corruption as "the misuse of public office for
private gain,” which encompasses a range of activities from bribery to embezzlement.® This

6 Larry Diamond, "Nigeria’s Perennial Struggle Against Corruption: Prospects for the Future," Hoover
Institution, 2019, https://www.hoover.org/research/nigerias-perennial-struggle-against-corruption-prospects-
future.

"Innocent O. 1. Chiluwa, "Youth and Corruption in Nigeria," African Research Review 12, no. 2 (2018): 1-17.

8 Uchenna E. Efobi and Sylvanus Ikpefan, "Impact of Corruption on Educational Outcomes in Nigeria,"
Contemporary Issues in African Sciences and Science Education, 2019, 167-184.

® World Bank, World Development Report 1997: The State in a Changing World (World Bank, 1997),
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/5984.

10 Transparency International, "What is Corruption?" Transparency International, accessed July 30, 2024,
https://www.transparency.org/en/what-is-corruption.
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broad understanding captures the essence of corruption as a serious impediment to good
governance and societal well-being. Corruption manifests in various forms, each with
significant implications for governance and public trust.

Forms of corruption

Bribery: Bribery involves offering, giving, receiving, or soliciting something of value
to influence the actions of an official or other person in a position of authority. This
form of corruption is particularly pervasive and often involves kickbacks or illegal
payments to secure favorable outcomes.'? In Nigeria, bribery is a widespread issue that
affects numerous sectors, including law enforcement, public procurement, and electoral
processes.?

Embezzlement: Embezzlement occurs when individuals in positions of trust
misappropriate funds or assets for their personal use. This form of corruption diverts
resources from their intended purpose, undermining public institutions and services.*®
In Nigeria, embezzlement has been a significant concern, with numerous cases
involving both public and private sector entities.**

Nepotism and Favoritism: Nepotism involves favoring relatives or friends in the
allocation of jobs, contracts, or other benefits. Favoritism extends this concept to
preferential treatment based on personal relationships rather than merit. > These
practices undermine meritocracy and can lead to inefficiency and dissatisfaction within
organizations. In Nigeria, nepotism and favoritism are prevalent in both the public and
private sectors, impacting the effectiveness of governance and service delivery.®

Extortion: Extortion involves the use of coercion or threats to obtain money or other
benefits. This form of corruption often involves abuse of power by officials who exploit

11 Michael Johnston, "The Dictionary of Corruption: Bribery," in The Dictionary of Corruption (Cambridge
University Press, 2019).

2 Transparency International, "Corruption Perceptions Index 2021," Transparency International, accessed July
30, 2024, https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2021/index/nzl.

13 United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, "Corruption and Economic Crime," United Nations, 2020,
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/economic-crime.htmi.

14 Olusola A. Ojo, "Public Sector Embezzlement in Nigeria: Causes, Consequences, and Remedies," Nigerian
Journal of Public Administration 9, no. 2 (2021): 45-60.

15 Richard Rose, "The Political Economy of Nepotism and Favoritism," Journal of Comparative Politics 12, no.
1 (2019): 35-50.

16 Bolaji O. Akinyemi, "Corruption and the Nigerian Society: Causes, Effects, and Solutions," Journal of Public
Administration and Governance 8, no. 3 (2018): 1-15.
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their position to extract illegal payments.t’Extortion is particularly problematic in
environments where individuals are forced to comply due to fear of retribution or loss
of services.

Fraud: Fraud encompasses various deceptive practices designed to secure unjust or
illegal benefits. This includes falsification of records, misrepresentation, and other
forms of deceit.”® In Nigeria, fraud is a significant issue in sectors such as financial
services, where fraudulent schemes undermine economic stability and trust in financial
institutions.®

Causes of Corruption

Weak Institutions: Corruption often flourishes in environments with weak
institutional frameworks and ineffective enforcement mechanisms. Institutions that
lack transparency, accountability, and robustness are more susceptible to corrupt
practices.?® In Nigeria, institutional weaknesses, including ineffective judicial systems
and poorly managed public sectors, contribute to the prevalence of corruption.?:

Lack of Accountability: When individuals in positions of power are not held
accountable for their actions, corruption can become entrenched. A lack of oversight
and inadequate mechanisms for reporting and addressing corrupt activities contribute
to the persistence of corruption.?? In Nigeria, gaps in accountability mechanisms and a
culture of impunity have facilitated the persistence of corrupt practices.?®

Cultural and Social Norms: In some contexts, corrupt practices may become
normalized or viewed as acceptable due to cultural or social norms. When corruption

17 Transparency International, "Extortion and Coercion: Understanding the Risks," Transparency International,
2022, https://www.transparency.org/en/extortion-coercion.

18 David Lewis, "Fraud and Corruption in Financial Services: An Overview," Financial Services Review 17, no.
4 (2020): 1-14.

19 Chinyere N. Okafor, "The Impact of Fraud on Financial Institutions in Nigeria," African Financial Review 11,
no. 2 (2019): 22-37.

20 Jonathan Fox, "The Politics of Corruption: Institutional Factors and Patterns," Governance 21, no. 1 (2008):
89-110.

2L Olugbenga A. Akinloye, "Institutional Weaknesses and Corruption in Nigeria," Journal of Political Science
and Public Affairs 10, no. 4 (2022): 1-18.

22 Anthony D. Evans, "Accountability and Transparency in Governance: Lessons from Nigeria," Public
Administration Review 78, no. 3 (2018): 342-356.

2 Transparency International, "The Global Corruption Report 2022," Transparency International, 2022,
https://www.transparency.org/en/global-corruption-report.

IIARD — International Institute of Academic Research and Development



http://www.iiardjournals.org/
https://www.transparency.org/en/global-corruption-report.

International Journal of Religious and Cultural Practice E-ISSN 2579-0501 P-ISSN 2695-219X
Vol 9. No. 3 2024 www.iiardjournals.org Online Version

is perceived as a common or necessary practice for achieving personal or professional
goals, it becomes more entrenched.?* In Nigeria, social norms that tolerate or even
encourage corruption can undermine efforts to combat it.?

Economic Disparities: Significant economic disparities and poverty can drive
individuals to engage in corrupt activities as a means of survival or advancement.
Economic pressures can create incentives for both giving and receiving bribes or
engaging in other forms of corruption.?® In Nigeria, widespread poverty and inequality
exacerbate corruption, as individuals and groups seek to gain resources or improve their
circumstances through illicit means.?’

Political Factors: Political instability and weak governance structures can create fertile
ground for corruption. In unstable political environments, the lack of effective
governance and oversight can lead to increased opportunities for corrupt practices.? In
Nigeria, political instability and a history of weak governance have contributed to the
prevalence of corruption.?®

Understanding these aspects of corruption is essential for developing targeted interventions to
address the issue effectively. The multifaceted nature of corruption requires a comprehensive
approach that addresses its various forms and underlying causes to promote transparency,
accountability, and good governance.

LONG-TERM CONSEQUENCES OF CORRUPTION

Corruption has far-reaching and detrimental effects that extend beyond immediate financial
losses and ethical violations. The long-term consequences of corruption can undermine social
cohesion, economic stability, and institutional integrity, significantly impacting a nation's
development trajectory.

Economic Impact

24 James M. Scott, "Cultural Factors in Corruption," in The Dynamics of Corruption (Routledge, 2019).

%5 Uchechukwu I. Nwafor, "Cultural Tolerance of Corruption in Nigeria," Sociological Review 45, no. 1 (2021):
30-45.

26 World Bank, "Corruption and Economic Development: Insights and Implications,” World Bank, 2018,
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/governance/publication/corruption-and-economic-development

27 Innocent O. I. Chiluwa, "Poverty and Corruption in Nigeria: A Critical Analysis," Journal of Economic
Issues 52, no. 2 (2019): 153-168.

28 |_arry Diamond, "Political Instability and Corruption," in Political Corruption: Concepts and Contexts
(Cambridge University Press, 2018).

25 Okechukwu O. Onuoha, "Political Factors and Corruption in Nigeria,” Journal of African Politics and
Society 15, no. 1 (2022): 77-92.
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The economic impact of corruption is profound and multifaceted. Corruption distorts market
mechanisms, impedes economic growth, and exacerbates income inequality.

Economic Growth: Corruption often leads to inefficiencies in resource allocation and
reduced investment in critical infrastructure. When public resources are diverted for
personal gain, investments in sectors such as education, healthcare, and infrastructure
suffer.3® This misallocation of resources stifles economic development and prevents the
optimal utilization of economic potential. In Nigeria, corruption has been linked to
stalled development projects and under performance in critical sectors.!

Investment Climate: Corruption creates an unpredictable business environment that
deters both domestic and foreign investors. The perception of corruption increases the
cost of doing business and can result in decreased foreign direct investment (FDI).%? In
Nigeria, the adverse effects of corruption on the investment climate are evident in the
challenges faced by businesses in navigating bureaucratic red tape and securing
necessary approvals.®

Income Inequality: Corruption often exacerbates income inequality by concentrating
wealth and resources among a privileged few. The benefits of economic growth are
skewed towards those with access to corrupt networks, leaving the majority of the
population marginalized.®* In Nigeria, this has resulted in stark disparities in wealth and
access to services, further entrenching poverty and inequality.®®

Social Impact

The social impact of corruption extends to diminished trust in public institutions, increased
societal divisions, and weakened social cohesion.

Trust in Institutions: Corruption erodes public trust in government and public
institutions. When citizens perceive that officials are engaging in corrupt activities, they

30 World Bank, World Development Report 1997: The State in a Changing World (World Bank, 1997),
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/5984.

31 Olusola A. Ojo, "Public Sector Embezzlement in Nigeria: Causes, Consequences, and Remedies," Nigerian
Journal of Public Administration 9, no. 2 (2021): 45-60.

32 Michael Johnston, "The Dictionary of Corruption: Investment Climate," in The Dictionary of Corruption
(Cambridge University Press, 2019).

3 Transparency International, "Corruption Perceptions Index 2021," Transparency International, accessed July
30, 2024, https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2021/index/nzl.

3 Richard Rose, "The Political Economy of Inequality," Journal of Comparative Politics 12, no. 1 (2019): 35-
50.

% Innocent O. I. Chiluwa, "Poverty and Corruption in Nigeria: A Critical Analysis," Journal of Economic Issues
52, no. 2 (2019): 153-168.
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become disillusioned and less likely to participate in civic life or support democratic
processes. > In Nigeria, widespread corruption has led to a general mistrust of
governmental and non-governmental institutions, affecting the legitimacy of state
actions and policies.*’

Social Cohesion: Corruption can exacerbate social divisions by fostering a sense of
injustice and inequality among different societal groups. The unequal distribution of
resources and opportunities contributes to social fragmentation and conflict. 8 In
Nigeria, the impact of corruption on social cohesion is evident in regional disparities
and communal tensions, which are often exacerbated by unequal access to resources
and services.*

Public Services: Corruption undermines the quality and accessibility of public services,
including education, healthcare, and law enforcement. When resources intended for
public services are siphoned off, the effectiveness of these services is compromised,
leading to inadequate provision and reduced quality.*® In Nigeria, corruption has led to
challenges in accessing quality healthcare and education, particularly in underserved
regions.*!

Political Impact

The political impact of corruption includes weakened governance structures, compromised
democratic processes, and increased political instability.

Governance: Corruption undermines the effectiveness of governance by eroding
institutional integrity and promoting a culture of impunity. When public officials
engage in corrupt practices, it becomes difficult to enforce laws and policies

36 Jonathan Fox, "The Politics of Corruption: Institutional Factors and Patterns,” Governance 21, no. 1 (2008):
89-110.

37 Olugbenga A. Akinloye, "Institutional Weaknesses and Corruption in Nigeria," Journal of Political Science
and Public Affairs 10, no. 4 (2022): 1-18.

38 James M. Scott, "Social Cohesion and Corruption," in The Dynamics of Corruption (Routledge, 2019).

3% Uchechukwu 1. Nwafor, "Cultural Tolerance of Corruption in Nigeria," Sociological Review 45, no. 1 (2021):
30-45.

40 David Lewis, "Corruption and Public Services: An Overview," Financial Services Review 17, no. 4 (2020): 1-
14.

41 Chinyere N. Okafor, "The Impact of Corruption on Public Services in Nigeria," African Financial Review 11,
no. 2 (2019): 22-37.
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effectively.*? In Nigeria, corruption has contributed to weak governance structures,
characterized by inefficiency and a lack of accountability.*®

Democratic Processes: Corruption can distort democratic processes by undermining
electoral integrity and reducing the legitimacy of elected officials. Practices such as
vote-buying and manipulation of electoral outcomes compromise the democratic
process and weaken the rule of law.** In Nigeria, electoral corruption has been a
persistent issue, affecting the credibility of elections and the trust of citizens in
democratic institutions.*®

Political Instability: Corruption can contribute to political instability by fueling
dissatisfaction and unrest among the population. When citizens perceive that their
leaders are engaged in corrupt activities, it can lead to protests, social unrest, and a loss
of confidence in the political system.*® In Nigeria, political instability and unrest have
been linked to perceptions of corruption and ineffective governance.*’

Long-term Development Challenges

The long-term consequences of corruption pose significant challenges to sustainable
development and progress. Addressing these challenges requires comprehensive strategies that
address both the symptoms and root causes of corruption.

Sustainable Development: Corruption undermines efforts to achieve sustainable
development goals (SDGs) by diverting resources and undermining the effectiveness
of development programs. Sustainable development requires transparent and
accountable governance to ensure that resources are used efficiently and equitably.*® In

42 Larry Diamond, "Political Instability and Corruption," in Political Corruption: Concepts and Contexts
(Cambridge University Press, 2018).

43 Okechukwu O. Onucha, "Political Factors and Corruption in Nigeria," Journal of African Politics and
Society 15, no. 1 (2022): 77-92.

% Transparency International, "Electoral Corruption: Understanding the Risks," Transparency International,
2022, https://www.transparency.org/en/electoral-corruption.

4 Anthony D. Evans, "Democratic Processes and Corruption: Lessons from Nigeria," Public Administration
Review 78, no. 3 (2018): 342-356.

46 Olusola A. Ojo, "Corruption and Political Instability in Nigeria," Journal of Political Science and Public
Affairs 10, no. 4 (2022): 1-18.

47 World Bank, "Corruption and Political Instability: Insights and Implications," World Bank, 2018,
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/governance/publication/corruption-and-political-instability

8 United Nations, "Sustainable Development Goals: Progress and Challenges," United Nations, 2021,
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals
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Nigeria, corruption has impeded progress towards achieving SDGs, particularly in areas
related to poverty reduction, education, and health.*°

Institutional Reform: Effective institutional reform is essential for addressing the
long-term consequences of corruption. This includes strengthening institutions,
enhancing transparency, and promoting accountability mechanisms to prevent and
address corrupt practices.® In Nigeria, ongoing efforts to reform institutions and
improve governance are crucial for mitigating the impact of corruption on
development.®

IMPACT ON FUTURE GENERATIONS

Corruption not only affects the current socio-economic and political landscape but also has
significant implications for future generations. The long-term effects of corruption can
undermine the prospects of future generations by perpetuating cycles of inequality, eroding
institutional integrity, and hindering sustainable development.

Educational Outcomes

The educational system is critically affected by corruption, which can have profound and
lasting impacts on future generations.

Quality of Education: Corruption in the education sector often leads to the
misallocation of resources, resulting in inadequate facilities, poorly trained teachers,
and substandard educational materials. When funds meant for education are siphoned
off, the quality of education declines, affecting students' learning outcomes and future
prospects. °2 In Nigeria, corruption has been linked to significant disparities in
educational quality, with well-funded schools in urban areas contrasting sharply with
under-resourced institutions in rural regions.>

Access to Education: Corruption can also hinder access to education by creating
barriers for marginalized and low-income students. Bribery and nepotism in school
admissions and scholarship processes can prevent deserving students from receiving

 Transparency International, "Corruption and Sustainable Development: A Review," Transparency
International, 2022, https://www.transparency.org/en/corruption-and-sustainable-development.

%0 Michael Johnston, "Institutional Reform and Corruption,” in The Dynamics of Corruption (Routledge, 2019).

51 Uchechukwu I. Nwafor, "Institutional Reforms and Governance in Nigeria," Sociological Review 45, no. 1
(2021): 30-45.

52 World Bank, World Development Report 1997: The State in a Changing World (World Bank, 1997),
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/5984.

53 Olusola A. Ojo, "Public Sector Embezzlement in Nigeria: Causes, Consequences, and Remedies," Nigerian
Journal of Public Administration 9, no. 2 (2021): 45-60.
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the education they need.® In Nigeria, access to education is often restricted by
corruption, affecting the educational attainment of future generations and perpetuating
cycles of poverty and inequality®®.

Economic Opportunities

Corruption affects the economic opportunities available to future generations, with
implications for job prospects, income distribution, and economic mobility.

Employment Prospects: Corruption distorts labor markets by prioritizing connections
and bribery over merit in hiring and promotions. This undermines fair competition and
limits job opportunities for qualified individuals.*® In Nigeria, the impact of corruption
on employment prospects is evident in practices such as preferential hiring and
promotion based on personal connections rather than qualifications.>’

Income Inequality: The persistence of corruption exacerbates income inequality by
concentrating wealth and opportunities among a select few. This uneven distribution of
economic resources limits the potential for upward mobility and perpetuates economic
disparities.>® In Nigeria, the effects of corruption on income inequality are seen in the
stark contrast between the affluent and the impoverished, affecting the economic
stability of future generations.>®

Economic Mobility: Corruption impedes economic mobility by creating barriers to
entrepreneurial activities and investment opportunities. When corrupt practices
dominate economic systems, aspiring entrepreneurs and small businesses face obstacles
in accessing capital and navigating regulatory environments. ® In Nigeria, the

%4 Jonathan Fox, "The Politics of Corruption: Institutional Factors and Patterns," in The Dictionary of
Corruption (Cambridge University Press, 2019).

%5 Transparency International, "Corruption Perceptions Index 2021," Transparency International, accessed July
30, 2024, https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2021/index/nzl.

%6 Richard Rose, "The Political Economy of Inequality," Journal of Comparative Politics 12, no. 1 (2019): 35-
50.

5 Innocent O. I. Chiluwa, "Poverty and Corruption in Nigeria: A Critical Analysis," Journal of Economic Issues
52, no. 2 (2019): 153-168.

%8 James M. Scott, "Social Cohesion and Corruption," in The Dynamics of Corruption (Routledge, 2019).

%9 Uchechukwu I. Nwafor, "Cultural Tolerance of Corruption in Nigeria," Sociological Review 45, no. 1 (2021):
30-45.

80 David Lewis, "Corruption and Public Services: An Overview," Financial Services Review 17, no. 4 (2020): 1-

14.
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challenges posed by corruption hinder economic growth and limit the ability of future
generations to achieve economic success.®

Social Mobility and Inequality

Corruption contributes to social inequality and limits social mobility, impacting future
generations' ability to achieve upward social mobility.

Social Stratification: Corruption reinforces social stratification by perpetuating
inequality and restricting access to social and economic opportunities. Those with
connections and resources benefit disproportionately, while marginalized groups face
systemic disadvantages.®? In Nigeria, social stratification is exacerbated by corruption,
affecting the ability of individuals from disadvantaged backgrounds to improve their
social status.5%12

Inter-generational Inequality: The effects of corruption are often passed down
through generations, with children of corrupt officials and those benefiting from corrupt
systems receiving better opportunities compared to others. This inter-generational
inequality perpetuates cycles of privilege and disadvantage. ® In Nigeria, inter-
generational inequality resulting from corruption limits the social mobility of future
generations and reinforces existing disparities.®®

Environmental Sustainability

Corruption also has implications for environmental sustainability, affecting future generations'
access to clean and sustainable resources.

Resource Management: Corruption in environmental management can lead to the
exploitation and degradation of natural resources. When regulatory frameworks are
undermined by corrupt practices, environmental protection efforts are compromised,

81 Chinyere N. Okafor, "The Impact of Corruption on Public Services in Nigeria," African Financial Review 11,
no. 2 (2019): 22-37.

52 Larry Diamond, "Political Instability and Corruption," in Political Corruption: Concepts and Contexts
(Cambridge University Press, 2018).

83 Okechukwu O. Onuoha, "Political Factors and Corruption in Nigeria," Journal of African Politics and
Society 15, no. 1 (2022): 77-92.

8 Transparency International, "Electoral Corruption: Understanding the Risks," Transparency International,
2022, https://www.transparency.org/en/electoral-corruption.

8 Anthony D. Evans, "Democratic Processes and Corruption: Lessons from Nigeria," Public Administration
Review 78, no. 3 (2018): 342-356.
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resulting in long-term damage to ecosystems.®® In Nigeria, corruption in resource
management has led to issues such as illegal logging and pollution, affecting
environmental sustainability and the quality of life for future generations.®’

Sustainable Development: Corruption impedes efforts to achieve sustainable
development by diverting resources away from projects aimed at preserving the
environment and promoting sustainability. This undermines efforts to address
environmental challenges and ensures that future generations inherit a deteriorated
environment.®® In Nigeria, the lack of effective governance in environmental sectors
has hampered progress towards sustainable development goals.®®

LESSONS FROM GEHAZI’S STORY FOR NIGERIA

The story of Gehazi, as recounted in 2 Kings 5:20-27, offers profound lessons for contemporary
Nigeria, particularly concerning the implications of individual greed and dishonesty in
governance and public service. Gehazi, the servant of Elisha, is punished for his greed and
deceit, which provides valuable insights into the consequences of corruption and the
importance of integrity.

Gehazi’s story is a cautionary tale about the perils of greed and deceit. After the healing of
Naaman, the Aramean commander, Gehazi, motivated by personal gain, deceives his master,
Elisha, by lying about his mission and accepting gifts intended for the prophet. Gehazi's actions
lead to severe consequences, including leprosy, which he suffers from for the rest of his life.”
This narrative underscores the moral and ethical failures associated with corruption and
dishonesty.

Corruption and its Consequences
Erosion of Trust and Credibility: Gehazi’s actions highlight the detrimental impact

of corruption on trust and credibility. Just as Gehazi’s deceit eroded the trust between
him and Elisha, widespread corruption in Nigeria undermines public confidence in

% World Bank, "Corruption and Political Instability: Insights and Implications," World Bank, 2018,
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/governance/publication/corruption-and-political-instability.

57 World Bank, "Corruption and Political Instability: Insights and Implications," World Bank, 2018,
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/governance/publication/corruption-and-political-instability

8 United Nations, "Sustainable Development Goals: Progress and Challenges," United Nations, 2021,
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals

8 Transparency International, "Corruption and Sustainable Development: A Review," Transparency
International, 2022, https://www.transparency.org/en/corruption-and-sustainable-development.

0 The Holy Bible, 2 Kings 5:20-27 (New International Version).
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governmental institutions and public officials.’* The erosion of trust compromises the
effectiveness of governance and reduces public participation in civic activities.”

Moral and Ethical Decline: Gehazi’s story reflects the moral and ethical decline that
accompanies corruption. His willingness to deceive and act out of greed signifies a
broader issue of ethical deterioration, which is evident in many facets of Nigerian public
life.”® Corruption often leads to a culture of impunity and ethical laxity, where unethical
behavior becomes normalized.™

Long-Term Consequences: The long-term consequences of Gehazi’s actions,
particularly his affliction with leprosy, serve as a metaphor for the enduring impact of
corruption. Similarly, corruption in Nigeria has long-term implications for socio-
economic development, perpetuating poverty, inequality, and instability.” The story of
Gehazi underscores that the repercussions of corrupt actions can extend beyond
immediate gains, affecting individuals and societies in profound and lasting ways."®

Integrity and Accountability

The Importance of Integrity: Gehazi’s downfall underscores the critical importance
of integrity in public service. For Nigeria, fostering a culture of integrity involves
promoting transparency, accountability, and ethical conduct among public officials and
institutions.”” Upholding integrity is essential for restoring public trust and ensuring
effective governance.®

Accountability Mechanisms: Gehazi’s story illustrates the need for robust
accountability mechanisms to prevent and address corruption. In Nigeria, strengthening

"1 Michael Johnston, The Political Economy of Corruption (Cambridge University Press, 2020), 112-115.

2 Olusola A. Ojo, "Public Sector Embezzlement in Nigeria: Causes, Consequences, and Remedies," Nigerian
Journal of Public Administration 9, no. 2 (2021): 45-60.

8 Transparency International, "Corruption Perceptions Index 2021," Transparency International, accessed July
30, 2024, https://www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2021/index/nzl.

"4 Uchechukwu 1. Nwafor, "Institutional Reforms and Governance in Nigeria," Sociological Review 45, no. 1
(2021): 30-45.

S David Lewis, "Corruption and Public Services: An Overview," Financial Services Review 17, no. 4 (2020): 1-
14.

76 Jonathan Fox, "The Politics of Corruption: Institutional Factors and Patterns," in The Dictionary of
Corruption (Cambridge University Press, 2019).

7 Richard Rose, "The Political Economy of Inequality," Journal of Comparative Politics 12, no. 1 (2019): 35-
50.

78 James M. Scott, "Social Cohesion and Corruption," in The Dynamics of Corruption (Routledge, 2019).
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institutions such as anti-corruption agencies, enhancing judicial independence, and
implementing transparent processes are crucial for combating corruption.” Effective
accountability mechanisms ensure that individuals who engage in corrupt practices are
held accountable, deterring potential wrongdoers.®°

Cultural Change: Gehazi’s story also highlights the need for a cultural change towards
zero tolerance for corruption. In Nigeria, promoting a culture of honesty and ethical
behavior requires concerted efforts from all sectors of society, including government,
civil society, and the private sector. ® Educational programs, public awareness
campaigns, and leadership by example can contribute to fostering a culture of integrity
and combating corruption.®?

Policy Implications

Strengthening Legal Frameworks: Drawing lessons from Gehazi’s story, Nigeria
needs to strengthen its legal frameworks to address corruption more effectively. This
includes enacting and enforcing anti-corruption laws, improving regulatory oversight,
and ensuring that legal frameworks are robust and comprehensive.®

Promoting Transparency: Transparency is a key element in preventing corruption.
Nigeria should focus on enhancing transparency in public procurement, financial
management, and other areas prone to corruption. Implementing transparent procedures
and making information accessible to the public can help reduce opportunities for
corrupt practices.®

Encouraging Civic Engagement: Civic engagement plays a crucial role in combating
corruption. Involving citizens in monitoring and oversight functions, encouraging
whistleblowing, and supporting grassroots anti-corruption initiatives can enhance

" Innocent O. I. Chiluwa, "Poverty and Corruption in Nigeria: A Critical Analysis," Journal of Economic Issues
52, no. 2 (2019): 153-168.

8 Innocent O. I. Chiluwa, "Poverty and Corruption in Nigeria: A Critical Analysis," Journal of Economic Issues
52, no. 2 (2019): 153-168.

8L Larry Diamond, "Political Instability and Corruption,” in Political Corruption: Concepts and Contexts
(Cambridge University Press, 2018).

82 Uchechukwu I. Nwafor, "Cultural Tolerance of Corruption in Nigeria," Sociological Review 45, no. 1 (2021):
30-45.

8 Michael Johnston, "Institutional Reform and Corruption,” in The Dynamics of Corruption (Routledge, 2019).

84 United Nations, "Sustainable Development Goals: Progress and Challenges," United Nations, 2021,
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals
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accountability and integrity. 8% Empowering citizens to actively participate in
governance and hold public officials accountable is essential for promoting a culture of
integrity.%®

CONCLUSION

The story of Gehazi in 2 Kings 5:20-27 serves as a powerful allegory for the consequences of
individual greed and dishonesty within a broader socio-political context. Gehazi's actions and
their repercussions highlight the enduring impact of corruption and unethical behavior, offering
significant lessons for contemporary Nigeria. The tale underscores the need for integrity,
transparency, and accountability in governance and public service.

In Nigeria, the prevalence of corruption has had far-reaching effects, undermining trust in
public institutions, eroding ethical standards, and perpetuating cycles of poverty and inequality.
The long-term consequences of corruption, as illustrated by Gehazi's affliction, reflect the
broader socio-economic and political challenges faced by the nation. These consequences
include the deterioration of public trust, the hindrance of economic development, and the
perpetuation of social and environmental injustices.

Addressing the challenges posed by corruption requires a multifaceted approach. It involves
reinforcing legal frameworks to combat corrupt practices, enhancing transparency in public
administration, and fostering a culture of integrity and accountability. The lessons from
Gehazi’s story emphasize the importance of not only addressing immediate instances of
corruption but also cultivating a systemic and cultural shift towards ethical behavior and
governance.

Future generations stand to benefit significantly from a concerted effort to address corruption.
By ensuring that governance systems are transparent, accountable, and free from the influence
of personal greed, Nigeria can create an environment conducive to sustainable development,
equitable opportunities, and social justice. The path forward involves not only recognizing the
detrimental effects of corruption but also actively working to implement reforms and practices
that uphold the values of honesty and fairness.

The story of Gehazi offers a poignant reminder of the moral and ethical imperatives necessary
for effective governance. It calls for a collective commitment to integrity and accountability,
with the aim of building a more just and equitable society. The lessons drawn from Gehazi’s
tale are as relevant today as they have ever been, urging Nigeria to confront and overcome the
challenges of corruption with resolve and dedication.

8 Anthony D. Evans, "Democratic Processes and Corruption: Lessons from Nigeria," Public Administration
Review 78, no. 3 (2018): 342-356.

8 Chinyere N. Okafor, "The Impact of Corruption on Public Services in Nigeria," African Financial Review 11,
no. 2 (2019): 22-37.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Strengthen Anti-Corruption Institutions: Enhance the capacity and independence
of anti-corruption agencies such as the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission
(EFCC) and the Independent Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offences
Commission (ICPC). Robust, independent institutions are crucial for investigating and
prosecuting corruption effectively. Strengthening these agencies can improve their
ability to hold individuals accountable and deter corrupt practices.

2. Promote Transparency and Accountability: Implement and enforce stricter
transparency and accountability measures in public procurement, financial
management, and government operations.Transparent processes reduce opportunities
for corrupt practices and foster public trust. Regular audits, public access to government
records, and clear reporting mechanisms can help in monitoring and preventing
corruption.

3. Foster a Culture of Integrity: Develop and promote educational programs and
campaigns that emphasize the importance of ethical behavior, integrity, and anti-
corruption principles. Cultivating a culture of integrity involves changing societal
attitudes towards corruption. Educational initiatives and public awareness campaigns
can help build a strong ethical foundation and encourage citizens and public officials to
adhere to moral standards.

4. Enhance Civic Engagement and Participation: Encourage greater civic
engagement in governance and oversight processes by supporting whistleblower
protection laws and facilitating community involvement in monitoring public projects.
Active citizen participation can help in detecting and reporting corruption. By
protecting whistleblowers and involving communities in oversight, Nigeria can
improve accountability and reduce instances of corruption.

5. Implement Comprehensive Legal and Regulatory Reforms: Review and reform
existing anti-corruption laws and regulations to address loopholes and enhance their
effectiveness in combating corruption. Updating and strengthening legal frameworks
ensures that laws keep pace with evolving methods of corruption. Comprehensive
reforms can close legal gaps, improve enforcement, and provide clearer guidelines for
combating corrupt practices.
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